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Madurese language 


Madurese is a language of the Madurese people of Madura Island 
and Eastern Java, Indonesia; it is also spoken on the neighbouring 
small Kangean Islands and Sapudi Islands, as well as by migrants 
to other parts of Indonesia, namely the eastern salient of Java 
(comprising Pasuruan, Surabaya, Malang to Banyuwangi) , the 
Masalembu Islands and even some on Kalimantan. The Kangean 
dialect may be a separate language. It was traditionally written in 
the Javanese script, but the Latin script and the Pegon script 
(based on Arabic script) is now more commonly used. The number 
of speakers, though shrinking, is estimated to be 8-13 million, 
making it one of the most widely spoken languages in the country. 
Bawean, a variant of Madurese, is also spoken by Baweanese (or 
Boyan) descendants in Malaysia and Singapore. 

Madurese is a Malayo-Sumbawan language of the Malayo- 
Polynesian language family, a branch of the larger Austronesian 
language family. Thus, despite apparent geographic spread, 
Madurese is more related to Balinese, Malay, Sasak and 
Sundanese, than it is to Javanese, the language used on the island 
of Java just across Madura Island. 

Links between Bali-Sasak languages and Madurese are more 
evident with the "low" form (common form). 
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Phonology 


Vowels 


Madurese 


Madhura, Bhasa Madhura, J* l< 

Region 

Island of 
Madura, 

Sapudi Islands, 
Java, Malaysia 
(as Boyanese) 

Ethnicity 

Madurese 

Native speakers 

6.7 

million (2011)W 

Language family 

Austronesian 

■ Malayo- 
Polynesian 

■ Malayo- 
Sumbawan 
(?) 

■ Madurese 

Dialects 

Kangean 

Bawean 

Bangkalan 

Sampang 

Pamekasan 

Sumenep 

Writing system 

Latin script 
Carakan 

Arabic script 

(Pegon 

alphabet) 

Keia 

Official status 

Official language in 

East Java 
(with Javanese 
and 

Indonesian) 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

mad (https://w 

ww.loc.gov/sta 

ndards/iso639- 

2/php/langcode 

s_name.php?cod 

e_ID=275) 

ISO 639-3 

Either: 







































Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

unrounded 

rounded 

Close 

i CTI 

*V 

i cn 


UL 2 

Mid 

e e. 

a Qkfh 

Y (&h2 

3 2 

Open 


a Soft 




Consonants 


mad — 

Madurese 

proper 

kkv - Kangean 

Glottolog madul247 (htt 

p://glottolog. 
org/resource/1 
anguoid/id/mad 
ul247)[ 2 ! 


Cj I II IT «r. 31 » I J Ml »^| »|t V «| I *1 11 <|» Jl iVlt.'lJ V 

T|KU ill'll *li I nj IjKl-TSII ■llW.I^II 

\ tiuiyiSu 

uiik| \ * iVi»j ».^« n kit ill in ftjin J * J M» f|CTI | 

Ijll) KB K: * »j »| »U lCjll\KT 1 I|» V. ) lj 11 » 

M tl TP % M WMIMt IjMMU yum IjUin kjf 

|fc^ *tlf CV O kl* 1*1 VI«| *T Ml ^">^1 <»«J 

nii|m' n‘i«j»A>ii*jwi-ni| 

^«\nant|Ti^ \ \ imjii.n 

«jn *Jnnmj‘it un 

kniui inyijink^ej tu i-i kj mn'*ik|M klnvir: 
uiuftinuK)|(nyn>»jUM| \ uiNiuu^mi* 
> in A ^ m \ 

■ntaijujhiiii*!'. lii> * Kit •!►• MVlfcl^tmcat 


Madurese in Javanese script 



Labial 

Dental/ 

Alveolar 

Retroflex 

Palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Nasal 

m E/1 

n m 

r\mn 

p cm 

rj Cl 


Plosive 

voiceless 

p lil 

t LSTI 

1 

c JJl 

k mi 


voiced 

b cn 

d in 

d in 

i te; 

g m 


aspirated 

p h cn 

t h in 

t h 131 

c h te; 

k h m 


Fricative 


S JJl 




h UP 

Trill 


r Tl 





Approximant 

central 




j inn 

w Cl 


lateral 


I nn 






Madurese has more consonants than its neighboring languages due to it having voiceless unaspirated, 
voiceless aspirated, and voiced sounds. Similar to Javanese, it has a contrast between dental and alveolar 
(even retroflex) stops 











































Morphology 


Madurese nouns are not inflected for gender and are pluralized via reduplication. Its basic word order is 
subject-verb-object. Negation is expressed by putting a negative particle before the verb, adjective or noun 
phrase. As with other similar languages, there are different negative particles for different kinds of negation. 

Common words 


Madurese 

Indonesian 

English 

lalake' 

laki-laki 

male 

babine' 

perempuan 

female 

iya 

iya 

yes 

enja' 

tidak 

no 

aeng 

air 

water 

are 

matahari 

sun 

mata 

mata 

eye 

engko' 

aku/saya 

I/me 

ba'na 

kamu/engkau 

you 


Numerals 


Madurese 

Indonesian 

English 

settong 

satu 

one 

duwa' 

dua 

two 

tello' 

tiga 

three 

empa' 

empat 

four 

lema' 

lima 

five 

ennem 

enam 

six 

petto' 

tujuh 

seven 

ballu' 

delapan 

eight 

sanga' 

sembilan 

nine 

sapolo 

sepuluh 

ten 


Sample text 


From the Article 1 of the Declaration of Human Rights. 

Sadhajana or eng laher mardhika e sarenge dhrajhat klaban ha'-ha' se pada. Sadhajana eparenge akal 
sareng nurani ban kodhu areng-sareng akanca kadhi taretan. 

All Human Beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, they are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
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